
Proposed 
Weitas Creek Wilderness

260,000 Acres
Nez Perce - Clearwater National Forests

 
 Bighorn-Weitas (usually called Weitas Creek), with 260,000 
acres, is the largest undesignated roadless area entirely within the 
Nez Perce- Clearwater National Forests. This swath of natural beau-
ty sits within two major drainages: Weitas Creek and Cayuse Creek, 
with various streams that 
drain into the North Fork 
of the Clearwater. The area 
between Weitas and Cay-
use Creeks—Cook Moun-
tain—consists of generally 
rolling upland landforms 
with wide ridges and pleas-
ant scenic views. There are 
few large, exposed areas of 
rocky and barren ground. 
Mountaintops are mostly 
rounded and deeply weath-
ered.
 Weitas Creek lies 
dominantly in the cedar-
hemlock-pine ecosystem. 
At the higher elevations, 
URXJKO\�������WR�������IHHW��RQH�ÀQGV�VSLQGO\�FDUH[�DQG�EHDUJUDVV��
and mountain hemlock and even-aged lodgepole pine, their slender 
WUXQNV�VKRRWLQJ�XSZDUGV�LQ�GHÀDQFH�RI�WKH�IRUHVW�ÀUHV�WKDW�LQGXFHG�
their growth. At lower elevations—ranging from 2,400 to 4,000 feet 
DW�WKH�VWUHDP�ERWWRPV³JUDQG�ÀU�DQG�ZHVWHUQ�UHG�FHGDU�GRPLQDWH��
:LWKLQ�WKH�FRQLIHU�VWDQGV�VWUHWFK�ODUJH�EUXVK�ÀHOGV�DQG�JUDVV�PHDG-
ows used as winter forage by ungulates.

� 7KH�UHJLRQ�DOVR�FRQWDLQV�VLJQLÀFDQW�KLVWRULFDO�DQG�FXOWXUDO�
features. Of particular interest is the Lolo Trail, which is on both the 
National Historic Landmark and National Historic Trail registries. Long 
a fundamental prehistoric route between the Columbia Basin and Mon-
tana, the trail was also utilized by Lewis and Clark. Later, Nez Perce 
leader Chief Joseph and his band of non-treaty Indians traveled the trail 
en route to Canada, attempting to escape persecution during the Nez 
3HUFH�&RQÁLFW�RI�������
 Opportunities for hiking, backpacking, primitive camping, 
KRUVHEDFN�ULGLQJ��KXQWLQJ��DQG�VWUHDP�ÀVKLQJ�DUH�DEXQGDQW��$PRQJ�WKH�
ZLGH��URXQGHG�ULGJHV�RI�WKH�GUDLQDJHV�DQG�WULEXWDULHV��YLVLWRUV�ZLOO�ÀQG�
solitude and a sense of isolation in the verdant wild. Diverse topography 
and expanses of dense trees and shrubs shield the explorer from civiliza-
tion. Weitas Creek provides clean water for the North Fork of the Clear-
water, and Upper Cayuse Creek and North Fork tributaries contain some 
of the largest stands of old-growth left in the entire Clearwater Basin; 
low elevation river valleys such as this do not often escape roading. 
The Forest Service suggested if this area is designated as wilderness, 
the unmaintained 555 route beyond the Weitas Guard Station bridge be 
incorporated in the wilderness. That is precisely what our wilderness 
SURSRVDO�GRHV��8QGHU�WKH�&OHDUZDWHU�1DWLRQDO�)RUHVW�7UDYHO�3ODQ��������
Weitas Creek was turned over to off-road motorized use, threatening to 
exacerbate erosion-prone soils, displace wildlife, and disturb the primi-
tive serenity. It is for these fundamental attributes, as well as the protec-
WLRQ�RI�XQSDUDOOHOHG�ÀVK�SRSXODWLRQV�DQG�ZLOGOLIH�KDELWDWV��WKDW�PDNH�WKH�
Weitas Creek region a vital candidate for wilderness designation.

Take Action

7KH�1RUWKHUQ�5RFNLHV�(FRV\VWHP�3URWHFWLRQ�$FW��15(3$���+5�������
ZRXOG�SURWHFW�WKLV�PDJQLÀFHQW�DUHD�DV�ZLOGHUQHVV��&RQWDFW�\RXU�86�
senator or representative to support this bill. Senator ______, US Senate, 
:DVKLQJWRQ��'&��������5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�BBBBBB��86�+RXVH�RI�5HSUHVHQ-
WDWLYHV��:DVKLQJWRQ��'&��������9LVLW�KWWS���ZZZ�IULHQGVRIWKHFOHDUZDWHU�
RUJ�GHVFULSWLRQ��IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKLV�OHJLVODWLRQ��

More Information: Friends of the Clearwater, PO Box 9241, Moscow, 

ID  83843; www.friendsoftheclearwater.org;  ph(208)882-9755
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