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The purpose of this pamphlet is to provide an information base to increase 
public awareness of special values found in  terrestrial and aquatic ecosys-
tems of the Bighorn-Weitas Roadless Area. Once people make connections 
to such special places they become more inspired to protect them. 

Roadless areas provide recreational values of national and international 
renown. Their beauty and wildness lure hikers, backpackers,  climbers and 
campers by the thousands. The lands are a Western Mecca for hunters and 
fishermen. They find in roadless areas the highest quality of elk, and other 
big game as well as headwaters for many of the state’s blue-ribbon trout 
streams. This abundance of wildlife is a gold mine for nature viewers and 
wildlife photographers. There are also economic benefits for communities 
serving the needs of people enjoying these areas. Backcountry experiences 
of recreation and solitude are offered not only to residents of the state but 
to the nation and world alike.

Roadless areas in  Idaho make up the heart of the Northern Rockies. 
They’re the last wild frontier in the lower 48 states, the last place where 
most of the wild species characteristic of the region before European 
settlement can still be found.

Description

Bighorn-Weitas Roadless Area (BWRA), commonly known as Weitas  is 
a low elevation, broad river valley.  Places like this are very rare to find 
in such a pristine condition. It is arguably the most important potential 
wilderness on the forest.

The western boundary of Weitas is about 70 miles east of Lewiston and the 
eastern boundary is 50 air miles from Missoula. It is located in the middle 
of the Clearwater National Forest and is the largest roadless area in the 
forest (over 260,000 acres). Most of the mountain tops are rounded, deeply 
weathered and highly erosive soils occur on the steep-sided slopes. 

BWRA is composed of two large drainages, Cayuse Creek and Weitas 
Creek. A number of smaller streams also empty into the North Fork 
Clearwater River and Kelly Creek. The elevation at the mouth of Weitas 
Creek is 2,400 feet, however most streams in the area are higher. The Lolo 
Motorway bounds Weitas on the south. It was built in 1933 and in places is 

steep, narrow and requires attentive driving. Lands within a mile of the  
road contain the historic Nez Perce trail. The North Fork Clearwater River 
is to the north of the divide and the Lochsa River drainage occurs to the 
south, as does Highway 12.

For countless generations, the 17 mile ridge-route provided a network 
between the plains and the Pacific, where the exchange of goods, ideas and 
skills occurred. The Nez Perce tribe, thought to have horses by the early 
1700s, traded beargrass, salmon and camas root for skin bags, clothing, 
and teepes provided by the Salish to the east.  

After 1877 the route was known as the “Trail of Tears” when non-treaty 
bands of Nez Perce led by Chief Joseph were pursued by General Howard 
for 1700 miles until captured. Trappers, miners and explorers also used the 
trail but the plan to haul wagons over it was not carried out.

The topography, geology, and climate of the Clearwater Country have 
combined to create a diversity of wildlife habitats. A study by Paul 
Paquet and Reed Noss with the World Wildlife Fund concluded the Wild 
Clearwater Country serves as the most important core area in the Northern 
Rockies and Southern Canadian Rockies for large forest carnivores.
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The Weitas Creek Roadless Area, at nearly 260,000 acres, is most certainly 
no exception. The land is dominated by cedar-hemlock-pine forest with a 
small section of western spruce-fir between Cook Mountain and Raspberry 
Butte. Vegetation varies from Carex and beargrass on high elevation, south 
slopes to grand fir and western redcedar types at lower elevations.

Large forest fires in the early 1900’s had a major influence on the present 
vegetation with much of the area being covered with even-aged stands of 
lodgepole pine at higher elevations and mixed stands of other conifers at 
lower elevations. 

The BWRA is considered excellent grey wolf habitat as is most of the 
North Fork Clearwater drainage. Northern Rocky grey wolves were pres-
ent in Weitas before federal re-introduction. It is important that wolves are 
permitted to play their natural ecological role across the landscape. Their 
presence  can restore over-browsed riparian zones, leading to an increase 
in biodiversity, while culling ungulate herds and making them more active 
and resilient. 

Impact                                                                                                      

There are approximately 34, 000 roads traversing Idaho National Forests- 
nearly seven times the amount of roads in the state highway system. Sev-
enty five percent are open to logging trucks and high clearance vehicles. 
Less than 25 percent are available to the public. The Forest Service esti-
mates it will take $660 million to restore and maintain existing National 
Forest roads to a safe and useable condition.

Over a million acres of Idaho roadless areas have been developed since 
1983. Once a road is built, there is no turning back. Even temporary roads 
irreversibly change the landscape. Runoff degrades water quality and fish 
spawning habitat, while further road construction and maintenance spreads 
exotic and invasive weed species. 

Fragmentation occurs with roading, and timber harvest severs linkages 
between wildlife and its habitat. Forest health logging will not make the 
forest healthier. Research shows that fire, insect damage and disease are 
less prevalent in intact roadless areas. Also, road building results in shorter 
hunting seasons and fewer trophy opportunities.

Trails that have been groomed for ORV use quickly fragment a forest’s 
ecosystem. Paths are forged and ground is laid bare by ORV tires. Ruts 
easily form which in turn causes erosion. This further widens illegal trails 
which results in sediment washing into streams and wetlands.

 

The information here together with the accompanying slide show is  to 
help you become better informed about the Bighorn-Weitas Roadless Area. 
Subsequently, we hope you use these facts to write letters to newspaper 
editors and the  Forest Service about why the entire Weitas should be made 
wilderness. 

Thirteen reasons why this should happen are presented. Choose any of 
this information or your own personal experience or accounts to compose 
a letter of support for BWRA protection. If we can vary our letters as to 
subject matter content it will be a more effetive campaign. Remember, a 
well thought out letter need not be long. With enough people writing, we’ll 
have a better chance of being heard. 

                         Motorized madness
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1. Trails
 
Although there are hundreds of miles of trails in the Weitas, most are 
such low standard that they are hardly noticeable, thus providing a superb 
wilderness experience. Cross country travel is difficult due to the dense 
vegetation and rugged terrain.

An important attribute here is an opportunity to experience solitude and 
beauty. The 260,000 acres in the Weitas would require years to thoroughly 
hike and explore the lush drainages, rounded peaks and soft bench-lands. 

A number of trail-heads exist to access BWRA. The most popular are 
Weitas Creek Campground, the Weitas Guard Station, 12 mile Saddle and 
the 4th of July Pack Bridge. Windy Ridge can be reached from 12 Mile 
Saddle off the Lewis and Clark Road 500. The comfortable trail provides a 
view of the east side of Weitas Creek.

 An extended backpacking trip offers  plenty of opportunities to view wild-
life. It is not uncommon to see or hear grey wolves, black bears, cougars, 
coyotes, elk, white-tailed deer, moose, badger, and an array of songbirds.

Wildland fires have swept across the region over the past century creating 
a mixed-forest canopy. Depending on elevation and slope, you are apt to 
be in old growth red cedar, majestic grand-fir or stands of quaking aspen. 
If you find yourself along the banks of one of the free-flowing rivers you 
might see otters chasing each other and acting like kids playing tag.

Cohabitation with nature is a wonderful expression of our respect for its 
wonder and beauty. Many people are inspired to protect and preserve as 
much of the roadless landscape as possible. Others however possess a dif-
ferent set of values.

Some ORV users, and particularly ORV clubs, can impact roadless land-
scapes with motorcylces and four-wheelers. Renegade trails from ORV 
users commonly criss-cross the forests and wetlands. Some drivers feel 
compelled to conquer the next hill or stream ahead. Let’s not let this hap-
pen to the Weitas!

The Forest Service has applied to and received grants from the State Trails 
Program to assist in paying for travel management and enforcement in 
places like roadless areas. There are also non-government  organizations 
that provide trail ethics training and perform a self-policing program to 
reduce littering, vandalism and noise pollution.

Please consider purchasing a Clearwater National Forest map or obtain 
a set of topographic maps before traveling into the Weitas. This vast and 
scenic landscape is in many ways the heart and soul of Wild Clearwater 
Country. Whether fishing for west-slope cutthroat trout, hiking along it’s 
windy ridges or camping with family and friends next to a crystal-clear 
river you surely won’t be disappointed!

                      Bear Butte

            Windy Ridge
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2. Two major drainages 

The two major drainages of BWRA, Weitas Creek and Cayuse Creek, 
together drain approximately one quarter million acres. Both have narrow 
but flat streams at low elevation. Weitas Creek drains into the North Fork 
Clearwater River and Cayuse Creek into Kelly Creek which also merges 
with the North Fork. They form the west and east boundaries of BWRA.

The mouth of Weitas Creek is at 2400 feet elevation, 1000-2000 feet lower 
than most other streams in the roadless area. Optimum hiking conditions 
exist along the river, a low gradient, few large rocks underfoot and riffles 
creating music to the ears. Hemlock Creek is the main tributary of Weitas 
Creek and was proposed as a Research Natural Area in 1996.

Cayuse Creek meanders in places amongst a large amount of old growth 
timber. In 1984,  51,000 acres encompassing most of Cayuse Creek and 
Toboggan Creek were proposed as wilderness. Both  above sites were 
mentioned the most by citizens commenting on wilderness for  BWRA.

3. Blue Ribbon Trout streams.

Hikes into Cayuse Creek and Kelly Creek rank as one of most enjoyable 
fly fishing trips available. Casting dry flies and nymphs into emerald pools 
takes us a long ways from our present world. The giant fall caddis and 
salmonfly that hatch in May and June draw large number of anglers to 
these streams and their tributaries.

A magical time and place: Imagine a day in October after having a suc-
cessful time fishing. Elk are bugeling, cottonwoods and aspens shine gold, 
the river is mostly deserted, and ruffed grouse are readied to be seasoned 
and baked in foil for dinner. 

                                      Weitas Creek 
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 4. Fisheries

Barbless hooks are required and catch and release is mandated for both 
westslope cutthroat and bull trout, a threatened species. The westslope 
cutthroat trout, especially common in the Cayuse Creek drainage, is an 
indicator of the health of the entire ecosystem. It requires pure, cold water 
for survival, secure connected habitat (tributaries and main stems), and 
protection from introduced non-native fish. When these requirements 
are not met, the number of individuals plummets. The subspecies is also 
in danger of hybridization and may in fact disappear from the Northern 
Rockies without a region wide, long-term effective protection and recov-
ery effort.

Pure westslope cutthroat are extirpated throughout most of their historic 
range, and existing populations are in imminent danger from land-use 
activities and hybridization with introduced rainbow trout and Yellowstone 
cutthroat trout. Reasons for the critical condition of the subspecies include 
habitat destruction from logging, road building, grazing, mining, urban de-
velopment, agriculture, dams, introduction of non-native hatchery strains, 
competition and hybridization from introduced non-native fish species, and 
over-fishing.

The Northern Rockies conservation community’s campaign to protect and 
recover the westslope cutthroat trout involves a broad coalition of scien-
tists, conservationists, American heritage historians, the sportfishing com-
munity, the arts and humanities community, Native American and ranching 
communities, and politicians. 

Bull trout also inhabit Weitas Creek, and may be either migratory, moving 
throughout the North Fork Clearwater drainage, or they may be residential, 
remaining in the same stream their entire lives. Migratory fish are typically

much larger than resident bull trout, which rarely exceed 4 pounds.

Bull trout have exacting habitat demands, requiring water temperatures 
generally below 55 °F, clean gravel beds, deep pools, complex cover such 
as snags and cut banks, and large systems of interconnected waterways to 
acommodate spawning migrations. Thus, they favor the deep pools of cold 
lakes and large rivers, as well as high, cold mountain headwaters. As they 
grow larger, they feed heavily upon other fish.

Bull trout are listed as a threatened species under the Endangered Species 
Act and are protected throughout their range in the continental U.S. They 
are used as a management indicator species for several national forests.

Bull trout requires cold water and very low amounts of silt for reproduc-
tion, both of which are negatively impacted by road building and logging. 
The species is also in danger from hybridization with non-native brook 
trout.

Dworshak Dam on the lower North Fork Clearwater river prevents salmon 
and steelhead from migrating upriver. Kokanee salmon occur here as land 
locked sockeye due to the presence of the dam. These fish live only in 
freshwater and often occur in large numbers during spawning runs. 

The smaller headwater streams are important habitat for both resident 
and migratory species and influence the quality of habitat downstream. 
During hot, dry years most large cutthroat move from the North Fork back 
into tributaries such as Kelly Creek and Cayuse Creek where the water is 
cooler. As a result such waterbodies are essentially a single stream linked 
by the migratory habits of the fish.

                       Westslope Cutthroat trout

                           Gravey Creek
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5. Economics
 
Hunters and fishermen constitute over 30 percent of the state’s population 
and big game license holders comprise 10-12 percent of Idaho residents. 
Each year 1 to 1.5 billion dollars is paid out to hunt and fish in Idaho. 
These moneys are all handed back through conservation agencies raising 
their own money like Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and Trout Unlim-
ited or from Federal excise taxes and license fees. As we eliminate hunting 
opportunities, we eliminate those financial supporters of the system.

According to Trout Unlimited, over 90 percent of the largest bull elk are 
hunted successfully in roadless forests. The Idaho Fish and Game Depart-
ment receives half of its operational budget from hunters and anglers.  
Resource extraction can negatively impact hunting and fishing guides, who 
sometimes depend on the roadless resource for their livelihood. 

Road building can result in shorter hunting seasons, less trophy opportu-
nities, fewer rut season permits and more conflicts between user groups. 
Bow hunters depend on undisturbed big game for success and big game 
depend on trees for cover.

Thousands of people could be negatively impacted if the BWRA is de-
veloped. Road building and further fragmentation of the landscape could 
cause a ripple effect throughout Idaho’s hunting and fishing community. 
Logging jobs come and go but recreational income is renewable and gen-
rally remains stable no matter what the market. 

6. Frontier forests

These forests in the BWRA are large, intact and relatively undisturbed. 
They are big enough to maintain most all its biodiversity including viable 
populations of wide ranging species associated with various forest types. 

Trails in the Weitas are mostly primitive and cross country travel is dif-
ficult due to dense vegetation and rugged terrain. 

Along with climate and topography, large forest fires in the 1900’s had 
a major influence on the area’s present vegetation. Cedar, hemlock, and 
pine forests are dominant at lower elevations and even age lodgepole pine 
stands most common at higher sites.

The upper Cayuse drainage and tributaries to the North Fork have some 
of the largest stands of old growth left in the Clearwater basin. Here, 
a  95 year old forest of cedar and hemlock might shelter an elk herd or a 
stream’s westslope cutthroat population. Such sites in the Weitas also pro-
vidide habitat for cavity nesting birds and mustelids. Low elevation valleys 
like this don’t often escape man’s road building activities. 

The World Resource Institute says that over 60 percent of the last remain-
ing tracts of frontier forests are found in six states of the lower 48 with 
Idaho having the largest share, the Weitas being a good example.

                          fires shape Weitas                              prime elk habitat
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7. Diverse vegetation types

Different species occur in part from successional changes due to large fires 
in the early twentieth century. Even age lodgepole pine form dense stands 
and more widely spaced trees species like Ponderosa pine also occur there. 
Shrubs and herbaceous vegetation may form a dense canopy over a stream 
channel. In stretches of Cayuse Creek, the bottomland forest adjoins the 
stream so that wetland vegetation is all but absent. 

The proportion of hardwood trees and conifers is important as to the pres-
ence and distributions of various animal species. The lynx (extremely rare) 
together with the marten prefers a mixture of old and young forests. Grey 
wolves live in both forested and non-forested sites. The canopy closure 
of old growth forests shades out many plant species. Riparian vegetation 
along streams and moist areas provides satisfactory habitat for the fisher, 
an uncommon carnivore existing in the BWRA.

8. Carnivores

Predatory mammals otherwise known as carnivores are one of the most 
challenging of all species to conserve. They have been called the critical 
test of a society’s commitment to conservation. Sensitivity to the landscape 
is due to their low population density, low fecundity and limited dispersal 
ability across open or developed land.

Wide ranging and dependent on adequate populations of prey, large carni-
vores such as the wolf, grizzly bear, wolverine and mountain lion require 
immense areas of undeveloped land. It is not so much the large carnivores 
need wildlands or are intolerant of humans, rather, humans often do not 
tolerate them. These animals prey on many of the same species sought 
by hunters and occasionally take livestock and pets. For these reasons, 
humans have persecuted the carnivores relentlessly.

Public opinion about carnivores is changing. Many people now see 
carnivores as beautiful, inspiring creatures. They want these animals to 
both persist in the wildlands near human habitation and to return to areas 
in which they once roamed. However there are many who think just the 
opposite.

Ecological studies have confirmed that landscapes from which carnivores 
have disappeared are often deficient in species native to the area.The rea-
son for this deficiency is the superabundance of deer  and elk and opportu-
nistic smaller predators such as raccoon, fox and house cats. In the absence 
of large predators, small predators increase in number and therefore have 
enormous impacts on other species. 

Moreover, conservationists consider carnivores to be “umbrella” and “flag-
ship” species. Umbrella species ensures enough habitat for carnivores and 
also protects habitat for many other species. These charismatic animals 
(flagship species) arouse public enthusiasm for conservation programs.
 
One species, the grizzly bear for example, can not serve as an umbrella 
species for all carnivores in the region; in other words, meeting the needs 
of the grizzly bear does not mean those of other species will be met. Rath-
er to conserve carnivores in the Rocky Mountains, the needs of multiple 
species must be considered. An example 

       lodgepole pine

        mountain hemlock        red alder
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An example is the lynx which requires flat, rolling land to live compared to 
the wolverine that  needs rugged terrain as part of its large territory.

Few landscapes exist in the lower 48 that possess qualities of remoteness 
from human contact and high biological productivity, conditions that must 
be satisfied to protect the entire suite of carnivores found in the Weitas. 

It’s a difficult test for us is to protect the ten species of carnivores (black 
bear, grizzly bear, wolverine, pine marten, fisher, lynx, bobcat, wolf, 
mountain lion and coyote) that all live in the Weitas ecosystem. However, 
what a worthy challenge! 

9. Elk 

The sprawling low elevation country of the Weitas, providing crucial win-
ter range for elk, is rare in our region.
 
Large areas of brush fields and grass meadows still exist within conifer 
stands remnants of early 1900 fires. Entire drainages such as Fourth of July 
Creek have few if any trees and thus provide good elk calving grounds. 
Due to the large-scale burn off of timber during these fires, adequate seed 
forces are limited and loss of topsoil on many areas may inhibit regenera-
tion from taking place. Johnny Creek is also a key elk calving ground 
where this has happened.

The brush field sites in the Weitas below 4,000 feet are used by big game. 
There are about 18,700 acres of this winter range. The remaining 240,000 
acres are considered important summer range. Prescribed burning is a 
management tool that has been used in an attempt to stimulate winter for-
age however it has not been very successful.

Elk are such an important wildlife species and game animal in the Weitas 
that no impact should be allowed there. It is therefore necessary to restrict 
logging, road-building, and motorized use throughout the BWRA. Several 
outfitters earn their livelihood by conducting  hunting trips for elk, mule 
deer and bear there.

Although Weitas was not recommended for wilderness during the RARE 
II process in 1979, there was considerable local and regional interest for 
wilderness during the public involvement period. Most concerns then and 
since that time have centered on the need for wilderness to protect elk and 
fisheries in Weitas and Cayuse Creek. The Idaho Fish and Game favored 
wilderness for a large part of the area.

         bobcat          grey wolf

       wolverine           cougar

         black bear           grizzly bear
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10. Water quality 

Habitat assessment provides an ecological tool to monitor health of a 
waterbody (stream monitoring). It also adds to our region’s knowledge of 
natural history and may provide an educational activity.

Most streams in the Weitas have only small amounts (less than 20 percent) 
of fine sediment embedded around rocks in the channel. As a consequence, 
aquatic invertebrates have ample living space there. Also, gravel devoid of 
much sediment provides more optimum fish spawning sites.

Fish eggs overwinter in the gravel as the embryos develop. The eggs hatch 
and small fish with yolk sacs remain in the gravel (day care center). Once 
the yolk is assimilated, the fry swim to the surface, gulp air and feed. If the 
“day care center” contains excessive silt then this scenario does not occur.

Stream channels show little alteration or channeling which would decrease 
the sinuosity of the stream. Straightening a channel increases water veloc-
ity and subsequent souring of the stream bed. Alteration of channels may 
also cause deposition of materials on the inside of bends below channel 
construction or where gradient of the stream lessens.

Presence of a tree or shrub canopy results in cooler water temperatures and 
an increase in detritus deposited in the stream. Detritus provides nutrients 
and an energy source (food) to the macroinvertebrate community. Plant 
cover of some type occurs in most all Weitas streams.

Bioassessment of the macroinvertebrate commmunity is a measure of 
water quality. A high biointegrity exists when many species are present, 
these species are mostly mayflies, stoneflies and caddisflies, most members 
of the community are not tolerant of poor habitat conditions, an eveness in 
numbers occurs among the species rather then a few species being domi-
nant and representatives of different functional groups such as scrapers, 
shredders, and predators exist in ample numbers.

If species like westslope cutthroat and bull trout are present in BWRA 
streams then clean water and pristine habit conditions are assured. 

      Cobble embeddedness        Channeled stream

Composition of macroinvertebrate community is an 
indicator of water quality.
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11. Research Natural Areas 

Research Natural Areas (RNA) are lands within the National Forest 
System that are permanently protected as places to conduct research and 
monitoring, maintain biological diversity and foster education. Hundreds 
of these sites occur in eleven western states, nine of which are in the 
Clearwater. 

Think of an RNA as  a library and each individual RNA as a book. Here 
we read the lives of trees, flowers, animals, fish and landforms to learn 
more about nature. RNAs then provide a reference library to help us an-
swer questions about wild lands.

The upper reaches of Hemlock Creek, a major tributary to Weitas Creek, 
was proposed as an RNA in 1996 and may eventually become a permanent 
RNA.  The site contains a portion of the Snowy Summit area. This part of 
Upper Hemlock Creek drainage covers 1,945 acres of land. A good portion 
of the south and west boundaries is formed by the Beaver Saddle Road that 
follows the ridgeline.

Upper Hemlock Creek was utilized as a reference or control to compare 
with streams in the Clearwater where extensive landslides occurred in 
1995. It was found that macroinvertebrate communities there had a high 
biointegrity as to number of species and sensitive forms compared to 
stream invertebrates impacted by landslides.  

In addition to being a reference site, Hemlock Creek has a perennial flow 
of water, high diatom production to support scraper insects, low amount of 
filamentous algae, small amounts of fine sediment, limited scouring and a 
high amount of crevice space beneficial to macroinvertebrates.

There are additional sites on BWRA that might be considered as Research 
Natural Areas. One of these is Bald Mountain Lake where a workshop was 
held in September 2010. The purpose of this overnight class was to learn 
about mountain lake ecology. We worked from a rubber raft which enabled 
us to map the lake and collect other limnological data, including water 
chemistry data,  plankton, bottom fauna and fish. Understanding more 
about a site’s natural history makes it a more interesting place to visit and 
recreate. FOC plans to visit Bald Mountain Lake again in the fall of 2011.

   

               Upper Hemlock Creek

            Hemlock Creek drains into Weitas Creek
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12. Solitude 
 
At night, alone and lost atop a ridgeline adjacent to the BWRA, the author 
attempted to search for lights from a town or vehicle. Instead, the only 
light came from the stars and a blinking satellite. My position near the the 
east boundary of BWRA was about 50 miles from Missoula and 80 miles 
away from Lewiston. A much further distance separated me from towns in 
a north-south direction. The next morning I spotted a distant road. 

The size and rectangular shape of BWRA tend to promote solitude. Two 
major drainages and six tributary systems together with wide and rounded 
ridges, like occur in the Cook Mountain area, isolate people effectively. 
Numerous primitive trails in creek bottoms  also tend to disperse visitors. 

No lakes of any size or other major attractions tend to concentrate people 
in the Weitas. Once immersed in the dense vegetation and topographical 
diversity, the visitor feels isolated from civilization. Visual disturbances 
of outside activities are minimized due to moderate elevations compared 
to higher elevation sites. Unique scenic values together with hundreds of 
miles of low standard trails help supply a sense of remoteness and solitude 
to the hiker.

Developing BWRA would destroy the wholeness and character of the 
largest roadless area in the Clearwater National Forest. No more would its 
wilderness features blend with the wild lands to the north and south.  

Habitat fragmentation consists of slicing and dicing large landscapes 
into small pieces with roads until nothing is left to save. It would cut off 
wildlife from critical habitat consisting of food, reproduction and genetic 
diversity. Core areas cannot exist as an island. They need to be connected 
so the the biota can populate, pollinate, evolve and remain healthy.

Trails groomed for ORV use quickly fragment a forest’s ecosystem. Paths 
are forged and ground is laid bare from ORV’s knobby tires. Ruts easily 
form which in turn causes erosion. This further widens illegal trails and 
sediments wash into streams and wetlands.

Invasive species take root much easier along trails choking out native spe-
cies and thus changing the look of the landscape. This problem is further 
magnified by renegade trails from ORV use on public lands.

                        Weitas Creek viewshed
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 13. Contiguity not fragmentation 

BWRA is contiguous with North Lochsa Slope and Weir Post Office 
roadless areas to the south and Pot Mountain, Moose Mountain, Mallard 
Larkins and Hoodoo roadless areas to the north. This huge chunk of land 
shouldn’t be fragmented since it provides ecological linkages or bridges 
allowing animals and plants to migrate across elevations and latitude unin-
hibited. A  physical connection thus exists between the land and biota.
 
Roads and timber harvest effectively increases edge habitat and decreases 
wildland for species requiring interior habitats. Travel barriers from timber 
harvest can fragment and isolate populations into smaller subpopulations 
causing inbreeding, less genetic variability and local population extinction.

 

Biological corridors provide plant and animal migration.
                  Kelly Creek drainage

North Fork Clearwater River,  northern boundary of BWRA,  is a can-
didate for Wild & Scenic river status. Kelly Creek (below) should be 
included in any such designation. 

      12



 14. Irreplaceable 

As our population increases and cities expand, roadless areas will not only 
be priceless but irreplaceable. In the next 20-40 years, the human popula-
tion is projected to double in the Rocky Mountain region and the demand 
and pressure on our natural resources will no doubt also rise exponentially. 

We have moved away from calls for zero population growth even though 
human overpopulation is the underlying cause of all conservation and 
environmental impacts. In general, we  shy away from even acknowledg-
ing there are too many people on the planet. If we don’t clearly state the 
problem, how can we do anything about it? 

There is also a shift from conservation to “resourcism” among several 
prominent conservation and environmental organizations steadily moving 
towards a resourcist approach  or working landscapes, a fancy euphemism 
for logging and landscape grazing demanding employees talk more about 
people rather than nature. Instead of planning to preserve wilderness there 
is talk of negotiated settlements between conservationists and resource 
extraction industries that usually favor industry.

The Big Wild is the largest intact ecosystem in the Lower 48. Its northern 
boundary is the Upper St. Joe, the Sawtooth mountains forms the southern 
boundary, and the Bitterroot mountains bounds the Big Wild to the West. 
The northern half of the Big Wild is located in the Clearwater and Nez Perce 
National Forests. Inventoried roadless areas in the above map are colored 
lime green and designated Wilderness is dark green. Let’s keep the Big Wild 
contiguous and make as much of it Wilderness as possible.                  The lure of Weitas Creek
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The Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act (NREPA) would designate the remaining twenty-four million acres of roadless wildlands 
in the Northern Rockies as wilderness. This bioregion is perhaps the only place in the lower 48 that still retains all of its native species 
since the arrival of people of European descent. NREPA would provide a series of biological connecting corridors allowing plant and 
animal species to migrate between established federally protected areas. The wild Clearwater country is an integral part of the vast, wild 
Rockies bioregion.
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