
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
          

North Fork District Ranger Andrew Skowlund 
Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests 
12730 Highway 12 
Orofino, ID 83544 
 
August 22, 2017 
 
North Fork District Ranger Skowlund: 
 
I spent some time in the Kelly Creek Roadless Area July 2-5, 2017. On my way to Hansen Meadows, I 
noticed the outfitter camp at the confluence of Bear Creek and Kelly Creek has some issues the Forest 
Service (FS) should address. Not only does this outfitter camp pose safety issues for  wildlife, the public 
and pets, but it also ruins the backcountry experience of others passing through this very special roadless 
area that the FS recommends for Wilderness.  
 
Major problems included a putrid smell coming from the kitchen tent due to unsecured food items and 
several sacks of stock feed left in the open. As you are aware, food items may invite unwanted and 
potentially hazardous interactions between people and wildlife. The official trail for hikers goes right 
through this camp according to the signs. 
 
Other items show sloppiness and a lack of concern for other user’s wild land excurions. Items strewn 
about the site included gasoline cans that could easily spill, a chainsaw, an electric fence still strung 
around the makeshift coral, and a generator. If I am required to move every 14 days, this outfitter should 
certainly be required to remove his equipment, or at the every least, remove all accessory items when 
not in use for the season according to the permit. Outfitters must be held accountable. 
 
On a somewhat related note, at the Friends of the Clearwater camping trip July 21-23, 2017, you made 
mention that an outfitter had a rather “creative idea” to pack in a tiny house for his guests. I am not sure 
if you were joking or seriously entertaining this notion, but please do not allow any kind of potentially 
permanent structures, even with the appearance of development, into our roadless areas. 
 
Please provide a response to my concerns.  
 
Thanks, 
 

 
Ashley Lipscomb 
Friends of the Clearwater staff member 
 

 

F
r
i
e
n
d
s 

     Friends of the Clearwater 
PO#Box#9241#Moscow,#ID#83843#
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Tarp with unsecured attractants underneath 


