
Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests
Forest Plan Revision - Development of Alternatives

Important Public Comment Period - Comments Due February 28

 The Forest Service is seeking public comment on 
the development of alternatives for the Forest Plan Revi-
sion, which will set management direction for these two 
National Forests over the next 10-30 years. The agency cur-
rently wants feedback on four main issues: recommended 
wilderness and wild/scenic rivers (protected areas), recre-
ation opportunities, desired conditions and logging levels. 
The public comment deadline is February 28.
 The Wild Clearwater Country is the northern half 
of the Big Wild, which contains the largest remaining road-
less, and undeveloped stretch of wildlands left in the Lower 
48. There are approximately 1.5 million acres of crucial 
roadless wildlands on the Nez Perce-Clearwater National 
Forests that remain unprotected. These areas are highly 
vulnerable to road building, logging, and off-road vehicle 
abuse. Weitas Creek, the largest contiguous roadless area 
(260,000-acres) on the Clearwater, is threatened with de-
velopment as well. It is critical that people tell the Forest 
Service to recommend Weitas as Wilderness during the 
Forest Plan Revision!

                Protected Areas

 The Forest Service has indi-
cated in their proposed action (For-
est Plan Revision) that only about 
20% of the entire roadless base on 
the Nez Perce-Clearwater National 
Forests would be recommended as 
wilderness. Only Congress can des-
ignate an area as Wilderness; if an 
agency recommends an area, however, it 
is managed as defacto wilderness, therefore, giving the area 
temporary administrative protection. 
 Unfortunately, Upper N. Fork, Pot Mountain, Weitas 
Creek, Fish/Hungery Creek and Cove-Mallard won’t likely 
be recommended. Cayuse Creek (part of the Weitas Creek 
Roadless Area) would become a Special Management Area, 
opening it to off-road vehicle abuse. Half of Meadow Creek 
Roadless Area could be recommended as wilderness, while 
the other half could receive lesser protection. This area 
should not be carved up; the entire wildland is a logical ad-
dition to the adjacent Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness. Kelly 
Creek or Hoodoo Roadless Area, which the Forest Service 
may recommend for wilderness, could also be fragmented 
by off-road vehicles and snowmobiles. The Forest Service 

has refused to consider additions to the Gospel-Hump Wil-
derness like Johns Creek. Speaking of Johns Creek, the For-
est Service should only do the eligibility analysis in the for-
est plan for potential Wild and Scenic River candidates. All 
rivers preliminarily identified as eligible should be carried 
forth.
 Join Friends of the Clearwater in advocating for full 
protection of all 1.5 million acres, in the form of recom-
mended wilderness, and/or as non-motorized, non-mecha-
nized backcountry areas. No road building, logging, or de-
velopment should occur in the roadless base.  
 Keeping Wilderness wild is another important issue 
that can get overlooked. The Forest Service must administer 
Wilderness as per the Wilderness Act, both in spirit and in-
tent. Current administrative methods too often leads toward 
commercialization, administrative motorization, develop-
ment, and ecological manipulation of Wilderness. The cur-
rent proposed action is a muddle regarding Wilderness. 

Recreation Opportunities 

 Opportunities for recre-
ation is an issue the Forest Ser-
vice is also currently considering 
in their development of alterna-
tives for the new forest plan. It is 
critical the agency provides ample 
opportunity for non-motorized/
non-mechanized recreation on the 
Nez Perce-Clearwater National 
Forests. Current Forest Service 

direction favors more and more motor-
ized and mechanized recreation, at the ex-

pense of important fish and wildife habitat and non-motor-
ized/ mechanized forest users. Mountain bikes conflict with 
traditional uses on backcountry trails, impact soils, increase 
erosion, and potentially fragment habitat. The Forest Ser-
vice also ignores the threat of increasing commodification.

Desired Conditions

 A third issue of focus is desired conditions. How 
does the public want the forest to look over the coming de-
cades? Will forest management favor natural processes or 
will it favor more “restoration” and active “vegetative man-
agement?” Because the forest plan is an agreement with the 
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public, it is imperative for measurable and enforceable stan-
dards to be included to ensure agency accountability and 
forest function. The wildlands of the Clearwater Basin are 
typically wetter, still contain ancient forests and older for-
ests trending toward old growth, and have sensitive soils 
(Idaho Batholith). These lands offer the best habitat for 
large carnivores anywhere in the northern Rockies, includ-
ing Canadian Rockies (2001, Carroll, et.al.). They also 
provide crucial habitat for threatened Chinook salmon, 
steelhead and bull trout. Existing riparian buffers that do not 
allow logging a certain distance from streams and restrict 
road building must be maintained, better yet improved, in 
the new forest plan.
 Standards for water quality are critical, too. Many 
roadless watersheds in the Clearwater are intact and pos-
sess high water quality because they have not been roaded 
and logged - they need to stay that way. There were, how-
ever, hundreds of landslides in other watersheds on the 
Clearwater in the mid 90’s due to poor management practic-
es and weather events. In order to prevent erosion and more 
landslides in places like these, the new forest plan must also 
not allow road building and logging on sensitive soils and 
steep slopes to maintain watershed integrity. Grazing also 
needs to be limited to protect watersheds and wildlife habi-
tat.
 The forests of the West evolved with wildland fire, 
and the Nez Perce and Clearwater National Forests are no 
exception. The fire regime for this region is one of long-
intervals, with little to no large fires, followed by intense, 
stand-replacing fires. Following the large weather and cli-
mate-driven fires of 1910 and 1934, much of the region en-
dured cooler and wetter decades for the middle of the 20th 
Century. Therefore, we have not seen fires like those since. 
“Fuel loads” on these forests today are not abnormal, either, 
despite what you have been led to believe by the timber 
industry, politicians and mass media. And since “fuels” are 
not the primary driver of fire-behavior, forests do not need 
to be thinned or “restored” to prevent “catastrophic wild-
fire.” The fire regime for the forests in the nothern Rockies 
may change a bit, however, (more frequent-higher inten-
sity), due to a warming planet.
 The best available science suggests that fire-behav-
ior, particularly in the northern Rockies, is specifically driv-
en by drought, warm temperatures, low humidity and wind. 
Forest Service supression efforts are largely not responsible 
for fires eventually going out. Cooler temperatures, wetter 
conditions, higher humidity and days with less wind, how-
ever, are mostly responsible.
 It is very important for the new forest plan to rec-
ognize the critical role of wildland fire, particularly in the 
backcountry, and to limit “salvage logging” so that post-
fire landscapes are not roaded and logged, depriving crucial 
habitat for myriads of insect, bird, rodent and small mam-
mal populations. “Snag forests” are some of the rarest for-

est types on the planet. The hundred-year failed suppression 
policy of the government has also come at a great expense to 
taxpayers.

Logging Levels

 The last of the main issues the Forest Service is cur-
rently taking comment on is the amount of road building 
and logging that would occur on both forests. The proposed 
action would increase annual timber harvest on the forests 
from current levels (30-50 million board ft). to 150 million 
board ft. Yes, the agency is proposing to increase logging 
3x!! Irreplaceable roadless areas could be logged and, thus, 
lost forever. The new plan would allow logging in riparian 
areas that are currently off-limits to development. Standards 
for protection of soils, water quality and fish/wildlife habitat 
would also be eliminated or severely reduced. There would 
be no hard standards for the protection of old growth, snags 
or large trees and other important forest components. The 
only things emphasized are the flexible guidelines (“adap-
tive management”) and other flowery language, which of-
fers little accountability. All of this combined would allow 
the Forest Service to pretty much do anything it wants, in 
terms of logging and permitting off-road vehicle abuse, all 
across the national forests.
 At nearly 4 million acres, the Nez Perce and 
Clearwater National Forests have tremendous biodiversity, 
from low-elevation habitat with coastal disjunct species 
in wet cedar forests, to wind-swept ridges with mountain 
hemlocks and mountain peaks. It is home to threatened and 
imperiled species like bull trout, Chinook salmon and west-
slope cutthroat, Canada lynx, fisher, wolverines, gray wolves 
and the even rarer grizzly bear. It offers important habitat for 
elk herds, mule deer, black bears, cougars, big horn sheep, 
mountain goats, bald eagles and harlequin ducks. The Forest 
Service’s proposed action would greatly threaten all of these 
species and their habitat. FOC’s Citizen Alternative does not, 
and instead, includes measurable and enforceable standards 
in the forest plan.
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Five Lakes Butte (left) is 
located in the vast and wild 
Mallard-Larkins Roadless 
Area, which has a long
history of support for 
Wilderness designation. 

This landscape is dramatic, 
with steep rocky ridges, 
deep canyons, rich forests 
and an abundancy of sub-
alpine lakes and old growth.
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There are 1.5 million acres of roadless wildlands on the 
Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests that need protection!

These public wildlands contain crucial fish and wildlife habitat.
Tell the Forest Service to recommend these areas as wilderness or                                                       

to designate them as non-motorized/non-mechanized backcountry areas.
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Issue Citizen Alternative Existing Plans* Draft FS Proposal
Roadless and 
Recommended 
Wilderness

Fully protects all road-
less areas 1.5 million 
acres (ma.). Recom-
mends additions to the 
Gospel-Hump Wilder-
ness which the agency 
failed to study.

Theoretically fully pro-
tects 37% (0.56 ma.)
Moderately protects 
another 19% (0.23 
ma.).

Likely less than 20%
protected. No commit-
ment from the Forest 
Service as of yet.

Wilderness Provides specific and 
accountable direction.

Current direction has 
extra loopholes for 
administrative use of 
motorized equipment 
and structures. 

Vague language and 
proposed conditions 
could conflict with wild, 
untrammeled wilder-
ness.

Climate Change Reduces carbon emis-
sions and promotes 
climate stability.

None. Wrong-headed propos-
al to log forests under 
the ruse of climate 
change.

Fisheries and 
Watershed 
Protection

Measurable and man-
datory standards. 

Measurable and some 
mandatory standards.

Loopholes that weaken 
existing direction. 

Wildlife Habitat Measurable and man-
datory standards to 
protect all habitat.

Some measurable 
and limited mandatory 
standards for some 
species.

Loopholes that fur-
ther weaken existing 
protection. Limited ad-
ditional protection for 
other species.

Logging Limited to roaded 
areas that meet water 
quality and wildlife 
standards.

Some roadless acre-
age protected, as is 
some old growth.

Loopholes allow log-
ging just about every-
where including most 
roadless areas.

* Includes direction as per the 1993 Clearwater National Forest lawsuit settlement agreement.

The below chart compares the existing Forest Plan (middle column) with 
the new proposed action (right column), and our Citizen Alternative (left column). 
Please consider telling the Forest Service to list our vision as an alternative in the

 Draft Environmental Impact Statement, which is expected December 2018.
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The public comment deadline is February 28. Please send them to:

Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests
Zach Petersen, Forest Planner

903 3rd Street
Kamiah, Idaho 83536

or email them to fpr_npclw@fs.fed.us


