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December 23, 2019 

 
Cheryl Probert 
Forest Supervisor 
Nez Perce – Clearwater National Forests 
903 3rd 
Kamiah, ID  83536  
 
Sent Via Email  
 
Dear Supervisor Probert: 
 
The undersigned individuals and organizations request an additional 90 days beyond the date the agency 
has set to review the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the revision of the Nez Perce – 
Clearwater National Forests’ Forest Plan revision. Reasons for the request are listed below. 
 
The DEIS was released during this holiday season and appeared in the federal register on December 20, 
2019.  People are spending time with their families, including Forest Service employees. Those who 
may want to contact Forest Service officials with questions about this proposal in the first two weeks of 
the current period would likely have difficulty because many employees take annual leave this time of 
year and in the early part of next year. Furthermore, two other documents have been released recently as 
well, Hungry Ridge and Gold Hill, and the comment period for those will run into January. The public 
will be reviewing both of those documents. 
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It has taken a long time for the Forest Service to produce this draft plan. Indeed, the notice for revision 
of the Clearwater National Forest Plan was published in 1994. The public, who owns the national 
forests, should be allowed adequate time to review the plan. It won’t hurt the timeline for revision to 
allow the public adequate opportunities to review the voluminous materials, including updated portions 
of the Assessment. Besides, shortchanging the public involvement process, while taking considerably 
more time than promised in preparing the draft environmental impact statement and plan, sends the 
wrong signal to the public about agency credibility. 
 
The recent administrative combination of the two national forests makes it more difficult to review the 
proposed plan and DEIS as it needs to be compared to two separate extant plans, rather than just one. 
This, in essence, doubles the amount of time needed to be spent on analyzing the changes from the 
current forest plans to a single new plan. 
 
For forest plan revisions, the planning regulations (36 CFR § 219.16(2)) require a comment period of  
“at least 90 days.”  Furthermore, the Forest Service Handbook allows for extension of time to file 
comments on environmental impact statements. Given the circumstances, such an extension “is 
appropriate” in this instance (see FSH 1909.15 Chapter 20, 24.3). 

Given the timing of the comment period, and the voluminous material that will be required to review 
two plans being combined into one plan for two national forests, totaling about 4 million acres, we think 
this warrants an extension on the comment period to meet the letter and spirit of public involvement as 
required by the National Environmental Policy Act, the Forest Service planning regulations, and Forest 
Service direction. 
 
We await your prompt reply regarding our 90-day extension request.  Thank you very much for your 
consideration in this matter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sincerely, 
 
Gary Macfarlane 
Ecosystem Defense Director 
Friends of the Clearwater 
P.O. Box 9241 
Moscow, ID 83843 
gary@friendsoftheclearwater.org 
 
Arlene Montgomery 
Program Director 
Friends of the Wild Swan 
P.O. Box 103 
Bigfork, MT 59911 
arlene@wildswan.org 
 
Keith Hammer 
Chair, Swan View Coalition 
3165 Foothill Road 
Kalispell, MT  59901 
keith@swanview.org 
 
Craig Gehrke 
Idaho State Director 
The Wilderness Society 
950 West Bannock Street, Suite 605 
Boise, ID 83702 
craig_gehrke@tws.org 
 
Adam Rissien 
ReWilding Advocate  
WildEarth Guardians 
P.O. Box 7516 
Missoula, MT 59807 
arissien@wildearthguardians.org 
 
Matthew Koehler 
WildWest Institute 
Missoula, MT 
 
 

 
 
 
George Nickas 
Executive Director 
Wilderness Watch 
P.O. Box 9175 
Missoula, MT 59807 
gnickas@wildernesswatch.org 
 
Mike Garrity 
Alliance for the Wild Rockies 
P.O. Box 505 
Helena, MT  59624 
wildrockies@gmail.com 
 
Andrea Santarsiere 
Center for Biological Diversity 
ASantarsiere@biolgicaldiversity.org 
 
Amy Anderson 
Programs Director 
Kootenai Environmental Alliance 
206 East Indiana Ave. #112 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814 
amy@kealliance.org 
 
Mike Bader 
Independent Consultant 
Missoula MT 
 
Larry Campbell 
Conservation Director 
Friends of the Bitterroot 
Hamilton, MT  59840 
lcampbell@bitterroot.net 
 
Denise Boggs 
Executive Director 
Conservation Congress 
denise@conservationcongress-ca.org

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Jason Christensen 
Yellowstone to Uintas Connection 
 
Julian Matthews 
Nimiipuu Protecting the Environment 
PO Box 452 
Lapwai, ID 83540 
 
Steven Krichbaum, PhD 
conservation biologist 
Staunton, VA 
 
Patty Ames 
Flathead-Lolo-Bitterroot Citizens Task Force 
Missoula, MT 
 
Karen Coulter 
Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 
Fossil, OR 
 
Erik Molvar 
Western Watersheds Project 
Hailey, ID 
 
Brooks Fahy 
Predator Defense 
 
Brian Kelly 
Restoration Director 
Greater Hells Canyon Council 
La Grande, OR  
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc:  Leanne Marten, Regional Forester 
 Zach Peterson, Forest Planner 


