


Information Regarding Public Comments 

Please review the following proposal and submit your site-specific comments, as described below, for 
inclusion in our analyses for this project. 

Comments should be submitted as an email attachment, in Word (preferred) or PDF format, to:  
comments-northern-nezperce@fs.fed.us. 

If you choose to comment on the proposal, please include the following (per 36 CFR 218.25(a)(3)): 

(1) Your name, address, phone number, email address (if applicable), and organization (if any); 
(2) Title of the project; and, 
(3)  Signature or other verification of identify upon request and the identity of the individual or 

organization who authored the comments. 
 

Pursuant to 36 CFR 218.25, written, facsimile, hand-delivered and electronic comments on this proposed 
project will be accepted for 15 days beginning on the first day after the date of publication of the legal 
notice in the Lewiston Morning Tribune, which is the newspaper of record. The publication date in the 
newspaper of record is the exclusive means for calculating the comment period for this analysis. The legal 
notice is anticipated to be published in the Lewiston Tribune on May 15, 2019.  Please submit comments 
by May 31, 2019, for full consideration. 

Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names, telephone numbers, addresses, and 
email addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record and will be available 
for public inspection. Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered. Additionally, 
pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d), any person may request this agency to withhold a submission from the 
public record by demonstrating how the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) permits such confidentiality. 
The Forest Service will inform the requester of the agency's decision regarding the request for 
confidentiality and the options available (see 7 CFR 1.27 for further information). 

Please note that this opportunity for comment is primarily for you to make statements regarding why 
the project should or should not proceed as described below and include specific facts and relevant 
rationale you are requesting consideration of. If you have questions about any details regarding an 
individual project, we encourage you to contact the project lead, listed below, to request answers 
(including requests for more detailed project maps) before submitting your comments. 

If you have any questions regarding comment submission, please contact Chandra Neils at (208) 765-
7248, chandra.neils@usda.gov -or mail inquiries to: Supervisor’s Office, Nez Perce-Clearwater NFs, 903 3rd 

Street, Kamiah, ID, 83536. 
  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender 

mailto:chandra.neils@usda.gov
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Project Proposal 

Gold Hill (Palouse Ranger District) 

Project Overview 

The Gold Hill project is located in the far northwestern corner of the Palouse Ranger district in Latah County, Idaho 
and encompasses about 2,100 acres of National Forest System lands within T42N, R4W, Sections 1, 2, 3, 10, 11; 
and, T43N, R4W, Sections 35, 36 (Boise Meridian).  

The project area is located primarily within the upper portion of the Gold Creek sub-watershed, with smaller 
portions occurring in the headwaters of the Big Creek sub-watershed, and the Meadow Creek sub-watershed 
(Figure 1).  The project area is located within an “island” of federal ownership bordered by industrial timberlands, 
private timberlands, and Coeur d’Alene Tribal land.  
 
The general purpose of this project is to utilize timber harvest as a mechanism for improving overall forest health 
and ecological function and move the area toward desired future conditions as identified in the Clearwater 
National Forest Plan (Forest Plan).  The entire Gold Hill project area is identified by the Forest Plan as Management 
Area (MA) E1, Timber Management (Forest Plan, p. III-57).  

 Figure 1. Subwatersheds in Gold Hill project area 
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Need for Proposal 
 
The need for proposal explains why these activities are proposed. To determine the need, an interdisciplinary team 
(IDT) of resource specialists and the Responsible Official compared the difference between existing and desired 
conditions in the project area and determined that the proposed actions could help “close the gap” and improve 
forest health. 
 

Additionally since this is a collaborative project, cooperating members of the public, stakeholders, elected officials, 
and Nez Perce and Coeur d’Alene tribal members are encouraged to offer suggestions and ideas that contribute to 
the purpose and need for the proposed project.  
 

The primary objectives of the Gold Hill project are to:   

 Provide economic benefits to local communities and the public by providing marketable forest products.  

 Address existing and potential future forest health issues including disease and risk of insect infestation.  

 Reduce fuel loading to promote desirable fire behavior and reduce the potential for high intensity wildfire. 

Existing Vegetation Conditions 

 Past Management: Previous timber harvest activity has occurred in the project area. The first large scale 

harvest in this area was in the late 1970’s. More recently, both salvage and regeneration harvests occurred 

during the 1990’s. 

 Habitat Types:  The project area is generally dry, and dominated by western red cedar with some grand fir 

and a small amount of Douglas-fir. 

 Species and Age Class Distribution: The project area is a mixture of middle-aged or mature to overmature 
stands dominated primarily by shade-tolerant grand fir and Douglas-fir with a western red cedar 
component. The larger grand-firs are susceptible to root disease. Western larch makes up about ten 
percent of stands, with an occasional ponderosa pine component on the driest sites. There is a need to 
improve species and age class diversity within the project area and across the greater landscape. This 
project aims to achieve that goal by reducing the extent of middle-aged stands dominated by grand fir and 
Douglas-fir and by increasing the presence of early seral western white pine, western larch, and ponderosa 
pine. 

 Insects & Disease: In the Gold Hill project area, there is a risk of mortality due to insect and disease agents. 
This risk is typical of many other forested stands in North Idaho that have departed from historical species 
composition.  Fire suppression and white pine blister rust have contributed to dense stands of grand-fir and 
Douglas-fir.  Reducing the abundance of firs is needed to prevent root disease and insect infestation in the 
project area. Replacing the harvested grand fir/ Douglas-fir stands with more disease resistant species such 
as western white pine, western larch, and ponderosa pine would improve forest health and vigor over the 
long term. 

 Hazardous Fuels: About half or more of the project occurs within Fire Regime Condition Class (FRCC) 2 
(Moderate Departure) or Condition Class 3 (Severely Departed). The vegetation treatments are needed to 
move the areas identified as Condition Class 2 and Condition Class 3 to Condition Class 1 in order to reduce 
potential wildfire risk. 
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Existing Watershed Conditions (Aquatics, Hydrology, Soils, Roads) 

 Water quality is listed by the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) as impaired in the Big 

Creek and Gold Creek subwatersheds.  Gold Creek is listed for sediment, temperature, and bacteria, and 

has an approved total maximum daily load (TMDL) developed by IDEQ.  Big Creek is listed for temperature 

concerns only.  

 The road system in the Gold Hill Project area that will be used to access the proposed treatment units and 

for haul routes consists of three major routes: Forest System Road (FSR) 770, FSR 1418, and FSR 370.  These 

three roads would receive road maintenance and/or reconditioning to ensure route safety, and Best 

Management Practices to minimize erosion and improve existing water quality conditions. Maintenance 

and management activities along all or some of these routes could include ditch and catch basin cleaning, 

road blading, culvert replacement, installation of additional drainage structures and placement of road 

surface aggregate.  

 Several roads accessing the project area are overgrown or cannot be driven on with a full size vehicle. 

These may be used temporarily to facilitate the vegetation treatments and timber removal.  None of these 

proposed temporary routes cross live perennial streams.  All temporary roads would be fully obliterated 

when the project is complete.   

 Additional new temporary roads would be needed to facilitate the vegetation treatments and haul. These 

temporary roads would also be fully obliterated upon completion of the project. 

 Portions of two OHV trails that cannot be driven on with full size vehicles would be used as temporary 

roads to facilitate the vegetation treatments and for hauling timber.  These temporary roads would be 

restored to their existing OHV trail condition and the existing legal status would remain.   

 Legacy skid trails within the proposed harvest units may be obliterated to improve soil condition. 

 No listed fish species (Endangered Species Act) or critical habitat are found in or near the project area. 

Wildlife Existing Conditions 

Table 1. Wildlife existing Conditions in the Gold Hill project area. 

Species Species Status Existing Conditions 

Canada lynx Threatened No Lynx Analysis Unit and no Modeled Lynx 
Habitat in project area. Not within the vicinity 
of an identified linkage area. 

Grizzly bear Threatened/MIS Clearwater National Forest is considered 
unoccupied grizzly bear habitat. 

North American wolverine Proposed No Modeled Wolverine Habitat in the project 
area. 

Flammulated Owl R1 Sensitive Approximately 68 acres of modeled suitable 
habitat in project area. An additional 42 acres 
have been identified as potentially suitable 
by opening the overstory canopy.  

Fisher R1 Sensitive Does not fall within bounds of probable fisher 
habitat as modelled by Sauder. None of the 
sub-watersheds associated with the project 
meet probable fisher habitat criteria (>50% 
“mature” forest and < 5% open) for fisher 
habitat.  
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Fringed myotis, long-eared, long-legged 
myotis, Townsend’s big-eared bat. 

R1 Sensitive Suitable habitat (snags/sloughing bark, rock 
crevasses, etc.) present for the bat species in 
the project area. 

Gray wolf R1 Sensitive/MIS Project is located just to the south of the 
Panhandle Zone within the Palouse-Hells 
Canyon Wolf Management Zone; however, it 
does not fall within a known wolf pack 
territory. The project area may have 
overlapped the White Pine wolf territory 
however that pack was listed as terminated 
in 2015. No denning / rendezvous sites 
known within the project area. 

Western (Boreal) toad R1 Sensitive Suitable breeding and upland habitat within 
project area. Breeding habitat within wetland 
habitat / RHCAs would be protected. 

Bald Eagle (also MIS), Harlequin Duck, 
Coeur d’Alene salamander, ring-neck 
snake. 

R1 Sensitive No habitat for these species in the project 
area. 

Pygmy Nuthatch R1 Sensitive Approximately one acre of possible suitable 
habitat is present within the project area.  
These small areas are stringers alongside a 
seasonally open road which may be lacking 
snag habitat due to firewood gathering 
activities. 

Black-backed woodpecker R1 Sensitive Black-backed woodpeckers occur at highest 
densities in one to eight year old burns, 
which provide an abundance of snags for 
nesting, and large numbers of beetles and 
other wood-boring insects for feeding. High 
quality habitat does not exist within the 
project area. 

Northern goshawk  MIS Approximately 550 acres of possible nesting 
habitat present in project area.   

Pileated woodpecker  MIS Approximately 170 acres of possible nesting 
habitat present in project area. These birds are 

known to use the project area. 
Rocky Mountain elk, white-tailed deer, 
Shiras moose 

MIS White-tailed deer are the primary big-game 
species of the Palouse District, so white-tails 
replace elk as the indicator species on that 
District (USDA Forest Service Clearwater 
National Forest EIS, 1987). The project does 
not overlap an Elk Analysis Area for 
evaluating summer Elk Habitat Effectiveness; 
however, roads in the project area are 
contributing to a decrease in security and an 
increase in vulnerability for elk and other 
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wildlife species.  Elk nutritional capacity 
within the project area is modeled primarily 
from high to moderate. 

Grizzly bear MIS Clearwater National Forest is not recognized 
as having any occupied grizzly bear habitat. 

American marten MIS Hair snare surveys conducted in 2007 found 
marten within 0.8 miles of the project area 
within the Meadow Creek drainage. The two 
survey stations within the Gold Hill project 
area did not detect marten. There is 
approximately 13 acres of modeled marten 
habitat within the project area. 

Belted Kingfisher MIS No habitat for these species in the project area. 

  

Migratory Birds A variety of habitat types and structural stages exist within the 
project area and vicinity, including riparian, riparian meadow, 
early, mid, and late seral habitat.  The project area provides 
nesting and foraging opportunities for migratory birds.  

Other  

Old Growth Project area overlaps two Old Growth Analysis Units (OGAU 201 
and 202). Existing vegetation within Recruitment Potential, 
Retained Existing and Step Down Old Growth areas is 
predominantly a mix of Western Red Cedar, Grand fir, and 
Douglas fir, heavy on the cedar component. 

 
Desired Conditions 

 A diverse and healthy forest landscape is desired with forest cover types approaching pre-European 

settlement conditions. Western white pine, western larch, and ponderosa pine cover types would become 

more prevalent on the landscape and grand fir and Douglas-fir cover types would decreased in prevalence.  

 Incidence of insect and disease damage would be reduced, and resilient stand conditions would allow for 

rapid recovery following disturbance. 

 A balance of successional stages is desired with 30 to 50 percent early-successional species, 20 to 40 
percent young-mid-successional, 30 to 45 percent mature or mid-successional and 15 to 40 percent old 
forest. Appropriate old-growth stands have been identified and protected to meet established goals and 
provide habitat for old-growth dependent species (Forest Plan DFC, page II-18). 

o Pre-European settlement values; per Haig et al, 1941. 

o Successional stages; per Mital, 2010. 

 As new water quality objectives are achieved, degraded streams on existing developed areas will begin to 

show some improvement (Clearwater Forest Plan. 1987. pp. II-17). 
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Known Resource Concerns 

 Flammulated owl habitat is known to occur in certain areas of project area. If the species is documented to 

be present in 2019, additional design criteria and mitigation measures would be considered. 

 Impacts to other Region One (R1) sensitive species or species of concern may need to be considered as well 

depending on findings from 2019 surveys. 

 Water quality is listed by the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) as impaired in the Big 

Creek and Gold Creek subwatersheds.  Gold Creek is listed for sediment, temperature, and bacteria, and has 

an approved total maximum daily load (TMDL) developed by IDEQ.  Big Creek is listed for temperature 

concerns only.  Proposed road work would be designed to improve existing water quality conditions.   

Proposed Action 

The Palouse Ranger District of the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests is proposing to implement the Gold Hill 
project (Figure 2).  Kurt Steele, Acting Forest Supervisor, is the Responsible Official.  

 Figure 2. Proposed Treatment Units and Major Haul Road Locations 
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Proposed vegetation treatments: 
 

 Up to 865 acres of commercial timber harvest (most units would be regeneration harvest).  

 Approximately eight – ten MMBF yield of timber for local communities is estimated. 

                      The following would be conducted in support of the actions proposed above: 

 Approximately ten miles of temporary roads would be constructed to facilitate vegetation treatments 

(approximately three miles of temporary roads would occur on existing road prisms). 

 All temporary road would be recontoured or obliterated within 5 years, including site preparation and 

planting. 

 The approximate ten miles of proposed temporary roads includes segments of two existing OHV trails 

which would be used as temporary roads to facilitate vegetation treatments and haul routes.  These 

areas equate to about one mile of ridgetop trail on FS OHV trail 15, and about a quarter mile of 

ridgetop trail on FS OHV trail 19. These OHV trail segments, after being converted temporarily to access 

the project area, would be returned to their existing condition and legal status no later than 5 years 

after completing the project. 

 Forest System Road (FSR) 770, FSR 1418, and FSR 370 (see figure 2) would receive road maintenance 

and/or reconditioning to ensure route safety and, Best Management Practices (BMP’s) to minimize 

erosion potential and improve existing water quality conditions.  These activities may include ditch and 

catch basin cleaning, road blading or shaping, culvert replacement or repair, constructing additional 

drainage structures and road surface aggregate placement along all or some of the routes. 

 

Some openings may exceed 40 acres. Section 6 of the National Forest Management Act requires that cuts designed 

to regenerate an even-aged stand of timber be subject to established maximum size limit, in this case 40 acres (16 

USC 1604 (g)(3)(F)(iv). Forest Service Manual (FSM) 2471.1 allows for this size limit to be exceeded with Regional 

Forester approval and 60 day public notice. 

 

The timber harvest work would be done using a combination of skyline logging systems and ground-based systems 

(see standard design criteria for more specific information). Timber would be hauled via existing FSRs and along 

associated temporary roads. 

 

After the trees are removed for regeneration harvest, slash would be removed to prepare sites for planting 
(regeneration).  Reforestation would consist of planting blister-rust resistant western white pine, western larch, 
and ponderosa pine. Site preparation could include: 
 

 Slashing of smaller trees or brush 

 Prescribed burning (broadcast burning, underburning, jackpot burning) 

 Mechanical or hand piling and burning of slash piles 

 Mastication (of fuels, including sapling size trees and brush) 

 Biomass removal 

 
Before and after planting, treatment for damage caused by pocket gophers would occur as needed.  Pocket gopher 
populations increase following timber harvest as a result of increased food availability from roots of forbs, grasses, 
shrubs and small trees. Pocket gophers damage young trees by stem girdling and clipping, root pruning, and also 
due to root exposure caused by burrowing. Cumulatively, gopher damage can result in a failed tree plantation. 
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A combination of silvicultural prescriptions may be used when appropriate within commercial harvest units:  

 

 Clearcut with reserves:  retain an average of five to ten trees per acre to meet snag recruitment minimums. 

 Seedtree with reserves:  retain an average of eight to 12 trees per acre to provide an additional early seral  
regeneration source and maintain local genetics. 

 Shelterwood:  retain on average of ten to 20 trees per acre to provide an additional regeneration source 
and  
provide shade protection for young seedlings on hot, dry aspects. 

 Irregular shelterwood:  retain an average of five to 30 trees per acres in such a manner that trees are 

spread unevenly throughout the unit; therefore the area could resemble either a clearcut with reserves, 

seed tree, shelter wood, or even heavier retention dependent on presence of early seral species and the 

need for shade protection for young seedlings. 

 Improvement cut:  intermediate cut used to remove competition of shade tolerant species from early seral  
species. 

Design Features and Mitigation Measures 

Design features are often defined as criteria used to develop the project prior to the effects analysis, whereas 

mitigation measures are identified after effects analysis is completed to mitigate for effects not previously 

anticipated. Regardless of how they are defined, both design features and mitigation measures are intended to 

reduce adverse effects and impacts to resources during project implementation. 

Table 1 lists the standard design features and mitigation measures adopted by and practiced across the Nez Perce-
Clearwater National Forests. Additional design features may be added to the proposed action pending line  
officer review and approval. 

Table 1. Design features to be included in the Gold Hill project 

SOIL RESOURCES 

SR-1 Restrict activities when soils are wet to prevent resource damage (indicators include excessive rutting, soil displacement, and erosion).   

SR-2 Limit ground based skidding to slopes 35% or less. 

SR-3 
Where feasible, re-use existing skid trails and landings. Locate and design skid trails, landings and yarding corridors prior to activities 
to minimize the area of detrimental soil effects.  Space tractor skid trails no less than 80 feet apart (edge to edge), except where 
converging on landings.  This does not preclude the use of feller bunchers or excavators for machine piling of slash. 

SR-4 Restrict equipment used for post-harvest excavator piling to existing trails and/or previously impacted areas where possible. 

SR-5 Ensure suspension of one end of the log when utilizing skyline yarding systems. 

SR-6 
Construct drainage controls (water bars, drain ditches) and apply available slash in log yarding corridors (cable or skyline) upon 
completion of harvest activities where bare mineral soil is exposed and water flow may be confined. 

SR-7 Scarify all skid trails and landings to a depth of six inches. 

SR-8 
All temporary roads used for this project will be scarified and re-contoured (decommissioned/obliterated).  Reshape cut/fill slopes and 
crossings to natural contours.  Apply available slash to the recontoured surface (slash is considered available where the equipment is 
able to reach it from the working area where the decommissioning is occurring). 

SR-9 

Temporary roads constructed on existing OHV routes will be will be reshaped to match the existing/current prism.  Apply available 
slash to the re-contoured surface which is any disturbed area out-side of the existing/current prism (slash is considered available 
where the equipment is able to reach it from the working area where the decommissioning is occurring).  Drainage may be added as 
needed to improve the hydrological conditions of the existing OHV trails to be used as temporary roads. 
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SOIL RESOURCES (CONT.) 

SR-9 
Allow winter logging only during frozen conditions.  Frozen conditions are defined as four inches of frozen ground or a barrier of 
unpacked snow greater than two feet in depth and packed snow one foot in depth. 

SR-10 
Retain an average of seven to 15 tons per acre of coarse woody debris (greater than three inches in diameter) following completion of 
activities.  

WATER QUALITY AND FISH HABITAT 

WQ-1 Avoid direct ignition of fuels within RHCA’s or live clumps of trees.  Allow prescribed fires to back into these areas. 

ACCESS MANAGEMENT & PUBLIC SAFETY 

AM-1 Close existing gates (consistent with current motor vehicle restrictions) daily during non-operating hours.  

WILDLIFE 

WL-1 Retain trees with obvious cavities or large stick nests. 

WL-2 
Maintain a minimum 40 acre yearlong no-treatment buffer (no ground disturbing activities) around recently occupied goshawk nest 
trees (none identified).  

WL-3 
No ground disturbing activities shall be allowed inside known occupied goshawk post-fledgling areas from April 15 to August 15 (none 
identified).   

AIR QUALITY 

AQ-1 Limit burning to times when wind patterns would cause smoke plumes to drift away from local populated areas. 

AQ-2 
Coordinate with the North Idaho/Montana Airshed Group when prescribed burns are scheduled (minimum 24 hour notice) to ensure 
compliance with the Clean Air Act. 

FISHERIES 

FF-1 

INFISH Riparian Management objectives, standards and guidelines would be applied to protect aquatic resources, to include Riparian 
habitat Conservation Areas (RHCA) default buffers.  INFISH default buffers are to be used to define timber sale unit boundaries where 
water features are present.  No timber harvest is to occur within 300 feet of fish-bearing streams, 150 feet of perennial non-fish 
bearing water, 50 feet of intermittent streams, 150-foot slope distance from the edge of wetlands larger than one acre.  

FF-3 
Haul routes would be maintained to BMP standards, including proper drainage, adequate stream culvert capacity, and cleared and 
functional cross-drains.  

FF-4 Avoid hauling and other heavy equipment traffic during road conditions when the road surface rutting would occur.   

FF-5 
Material cleaned from culverts would not be flushed or deposited in stream courses, ditches and catch basins would only be cleaned 
as needed to function, and undercutting the toe of the cut slope would be avoided.   

NOXIOUS WEEDS 

NW-1 

Use Forest Service approved native plant species or non-native annual species to meet erosion control needs and other management 
objectives.  Follow regional plant and seed transfer guidelines.  Require contractors to use certified seed laboratories to test seed 
against the all state noxious weed list, and provide documentation of the seed inspection test to the contract administrator.  Apply 
only certified weed-free seed and mulch.   

NW-3 
Remove all mud, soil, and plant parts from off road equipment before moving into project area to limit the spread of noxious weeds.  
Conduct cleaning off National Forest lands. 

 
The scoping period for the project will be for 15 days, starting the day after a legal notice is published in the 
Lewiston Morning Tribune, the newspaper of record.  

Public Involvement 

This project is anticipated to be analyzed under an environmental assessment (EA). A legal notice will be published 
in the Lewiston Morning Tribune for a 30-day comment period on the EA. The Palouse District will host a public 
meeting in Potlach, ID to allow the public an opportunity to learn more about the project and provide comment 
related to it.  This meeting is open to all members of the public.  Details of the meeting will be forthcoming. 


